This document will explain the steps of updating SIMS with a new XP downloaded version.  Please make a backup of your data before attempting the following procedure. NB!!! Microsoft Office Access XP or 2003 or 2007 must be installed on the computer.
Double click on the file sims2000expmde.zip.  WinZip should open up on your screen.  (If you do not have WinZip on your machine install it from our SIMS CD)  The first WinZip screen should look like this.
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Click on I Agree.  The following screen should then appear.
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Click on the file (sims2000exp.mde) in the white screen.  Then click on Extract.  Your screen should now look like this.
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Under the heading Folders/drives go and choose your sims2000 directory.  This directory is located under the folder Program Files.  Double click on Local Disc (C :) and double click on the Program Files folder.  Look for the folder sims2000 and double click on it.  Now click on Extract.  You should now get the following screen.
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Click on Yes to All.  The WinZip window will now show you a progress bar.  Once the progress bar indicator turns green close WinZip.

Then left click on “Start” in the bottom left hand corner. Left click on All programs →Microsoft Office → Microsoft Office Access 2003 (or Xp, 2007, 2002). Access will open up, then go to  File → Open , Another window will open up, go to the option Look in, click on the drop down list and select Local Disc (C :) and double click on the Program Files folder.  Look for the folder sims2000 and double click on and then double click on the file sims2000exp.mde
Your first screen should now look like this.  Check that you Version number are V4.5.8 XP1
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Click on the arrow to go into the program.  

The program will now ask you to choose your database directory.  The screen will look like this.
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If your database folder is on the local machine (on the C: drive) it will automatically open the folder.  In this case just click on Open.  

If your datasims folder is on a network server or machine click on the dropdown list next to Look In and go choose the machine on the network (e.g. the datasims folder on a network machine called Server - \\Server\datasims).  To find a network machine double click on My Network Places, Microsoft Windows Network, Entire Network.

Once you find your datasims folder double click on it and then click Open.

The Linking Tables bar will start to run at the bottom.  When the program asks to choose your database directory again simply click on Open.  In the case where you get an “Expression on Click…” type error close SIMS and go back in.  Start the whole process again.

Please be patient and go through this whole process.  Once the program has finished with the update procedure the SIMS Login screen will appear again.
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